Opioid serum concentrations in patients with chronic pain.
One hundred fifty-eight opioid serum concentrations from 110 chronic pain patients who were prescribed opioids reveal that patients with chronic pain may be quite functional and tolerant to high opioid dosages. Opioid serum concentrations must only be interpreted in light of whether the blood sample was taken from a nontolerant person or a chronic pain patient who has taken opioids over a long time period.